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Vol 23, issue  4 

Prairieland Koi & 
Pond Society 

 You  can pay your dues  now, they are still only $20 ! 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: Marlene Carter 

2324 W. Sherman Ave. 

West Peoria,Il.61614 

As I write this the Kentucky Derby is getting ready to run, I hope your horse wins. It was good to see 

those of you who attended the April meeting and I hope to see more of you this month. This month the 

meeting will be at Kullscape the guest speakers will be club members. We will be discussing lessons 

learned will while building and maintain our ponds or water features , while it may be a rehash of infor-

mation for some of us, it will be good to share our knowledge with new and old members alike, you never 

know what you may learn or remember. 

Hopefully all of your ponds are running and your fish are healthy, the weather has been drier than I like 

for this time of year, which has caused us to add water to our pond a couple of times, if you are adding 

water please remember to treat it as required . 

I have included two articles from Michigan Koi.com in this month newsletter,it is good information con-

cerning Nitrates and Nitrites. 

See you on the 13th. 

Todd 

 

 Next Meeting:  May 13 at 9:00 AM   

 Kullscape East Peoria,  

Multiple Speakers 

Directions: 

From Peoria and Knoxville, Take War Memorial Drive west across the river for 6.1 miles and turn right 

onto Grange Hall Rd. Driver for 1.6 miles and turn right onto Washington Rd. Go 1.1 mile and arrive on 

your left at Kull Scape Landscaping at 4200 E. Washington 
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Nitrate In Koi Ponds 

Nitrates, NO3-N 
Nitrates are a natural by-product of the bacterial "reduction" or removal of Ammonia and Nitrite in the natural 
pond's ecosystem. Nitrates are an under-estimated fish killer. When fish are sick, and the history contains some 
information to suggest the pond has been set up for a while, you can bet Nitrate levels are part of the problem. 
This is especially true for Goldfish and "flipover" disease. Once dismissed as a "non" threat to Koi and Goldfish, 
exceptional information exists to suggest this is not true. Scientists initially evaluating Nitrates as a toxin did not 
test their subjects long enough. Nitrate accumulations cause dilation of the veins in the fins and other health prob-
lems. Never let your nitrate levels exceed 100 ppm or illness and vulnerability to disease will be the result! 

Nitrate control in Koi care: 

1. Made from Nitrite by Nitrobacter 

2. Toxic above 120 ppm (Nitrate test) 

3. Signs include red streaking in fins, dilated blood vessels in fins and skin, "heavy" smelling water, and lethargic 
fish. Folks with fish which are "poor doing" can be rewarded to check Nitrates. Chronic illness or susceptibility to 
disease are often caused by high Nitrates. 

4. Ideal range: 20-60 ppm is acceptable. 

5. Do massive water changes to reduce levels below 80 ppm. 

6. Remove by water changes. Allow algae to grow on the liner. 

7. If you use a algae destroyer, you will have no plant Nitrate utilization. This can be hazardous. 

8. Generally not acutely toxic unless algae are specifically excluded. 
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Nitrite In Koi Ponds 

As the ammonia in the water begins to reduce, the secondary break down product, nitrite will begin to increase and 
this is also very poisonous to fish. 

Nitrite is a skin irritant and will cause the fish to display symptoms of irritability such as rubbing themselves, jumping, 
or even skimming across the surface of the pond. These symptoms are also commonly associated with parasites 
and it is sensible to eliminate nitrite as the cause before treating the pond. 

Nitrite also has a rather sinister effect on the pond fishes blood, as it will bind very tightly with the red pigment and 
thereby preventing the blood cells from absorbing vital oxygen from the water. Once the nitrite has become associat-
ed with the red pigment, it turns the blood a dull brown color and hence the popular name for nitrite poisoning is 
"brown blood disease". 

A second group of micro-organisms, comprising mostly species of Nitrobacter bacteria are responsible for breaking 
down the nitrite into nitrate, which is the final breakdown product but in the event of high nitrite levels occurring in the 
pond, regular partial water changes need to be undertaken to reduce the concentration of this pollutant. 

Nitrite is an odorless, colorless substance and its presence can be detected using a Test Kit 



 4 

Meeting Date/Locations 

May  13 Kullscape  

June 10 Greenview  

July 8 

Aug 12 Kullscape Pond Seminar 

September 9 

October 14 Banquet 

 As you can see we have a lot of dates locations to schedule, if you would like to host a meeting please con-

tact Rick Moreland 
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Prairie Koi and Pond Society 

General Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, April 15, 2023 

9:00 – 10:35 a.m. 

 

Attendance:  25 people in attendance. 

 

Location:  Illinois Central College Horticulture Lab, East Peoria, IL 

 

Meeting:  President Todd Bong welcomed the attendees and thanked Ginny Gibbs for hosting the April 

meeting of PKPS.   

 

Christian Rath gave an update of plans for a Seminar and Workshop on Saturday, August 12, 2023 from 9am 

to 2pm.  Kull Scape Outdoor Living, Inc. will host the workshop at their business in East Peoria This event 

will be sponsored by the Prairieland Koi and Pond Society.   

 

Two new members of the club were introduced.   

 

Genny Gibbs then gave an informative presentation on Gardens of the Night for lighting in the garden, 

ponds, and trees.  After determining the purpose of the lighting and what mood and affects you want to cre-

ate, there are many options available.  Genny also recommended several plants that are beautiful when light-

ing is used.       

 

Goldfish are available for anyone who is interested.  Karen Hofstetter will purchase fish food as requested as 

soon as she has orders for 10 bags.  She currently needs 3 more orders. Please respond ASAP so she can get 

the order placed.     

 

Genny then led a garden walk around ICC’s gardens including their beautiful Japanese gardens and pond. .  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cheryl Ivey 

Secretary 
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Koi Fish Health Advisors 
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309-370-0460 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

217-358-2665 

             Officers 

Todd Bong President/Editor 

309-256-9582 

Lisa Carter  Vice President 

309-694-9801 

 

Marlene Carter Treasurer 

309-208-8060 

 

Cheryl Ivey Secretary 

309-347-1504 

 

           Directors 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

Deb Palmquist 

309-6967114 

Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Chairpersons 

Lisa Carter 

Raffles/Door Priz-
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